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Early Years Entitlement April 2024-March 2025 
What is Early Years Entitlement and What does it 
Cover? 
  

 

What is Early Years Entitlement?  

 

The Government provides Early Years Entitlement (EYE) funding for all 3- and 4-year-old 

children and some children aged 9-months to 2-years-old to attend an early year’s provider. 

Here is a summary of funding available: 

Child Age 
Funding 

Available 

Type of 

Funding/Criteria 

for funding 

Code required? 
Code obtained 

from? 

4 years 
15 hours term 

time only1 

Universal – all 

children by age 
No No code 

3 years 

4 years 
30 hours term 

time only2 

Working Family 

Entitlement 

Criteria 

Yes – for the 

extra 15 hours 

Childcare 

Choices 
3 years 

2 years 
15 hours term 

time only1 

Low Income/ 

Other Benefits/ 

SEN/ 

Looked After 

Yes 
Local Authority 

(B&NES) 

Working Family 

Entitlement 

Criteria 

Yes 
Childcare 

Choices 

1 year 
15 hours term 

time only1 

Working Family 

Entitlement 

Criteria 

Yes 
Childcare 

Choices 

9 months 
15 hours term 

time only1 

Working Family 

Entitlement 

Criteria 

Yes 
Childcare 

Choices 

 
1  Funding referred to as ‘15 hours’ is often taken as 15 hours per week for 38 weeks of the 

year, although some providers who open for more than 38 weeks may choose to stretch 

the offer by reducing the weekly hours to provide childcare all year round e.g., 12 hours of 

funding over 47.5 weeks would equal a total of 570 hours over the year is allocated. 

 
2  Funding referred to as ’30 hours’ is a total of 1140 hours over the year and this can be 

taken as 30 hours term time only or spread as less hours over the year.  
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To receive the funding: 

a) The child must have reached the relevant age before the start of the term. 

b) The parent must have been checked for eligibility, if applicable, and thus has a valid 

eligibility code. 

c) Funding will stop once the child starts reception in Primary school. 

 

From September 2025 ‘30 Hours’ funding is available for all children from 9-months-old where 

the family meet the working family criteria. 

 

When does the EYE funding start?  

 

The EYE funding starts the term AFTER a child turns 9-months-old or has had their 2nd or 3rd 

Birthday. This is based on the traditional three school terms (1st September, 1st January, 1st 

April). Parents must ensure that they have made their applications and received a code before 

the start of term to receive the funding for their children via their childcare provider before the 

given dates above.  

 

What does the EYE cover? 

 

The EYE enables children to access Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) education 

opportunities at Ofsted registered provision. It is not intended to cover the costs of meals, other 

consumables, additional hours, or additional services. Further details on the EYFS can be found 

at: https://www.gov.uk/early-years-foundation-stage.  

 

What is not covered by the EYE and what do parents have to pay for? 

 

A provider’s normal hourly/sessional/daily rate will include charges for their complete service. 

The EYE does not cover all the services offered by the provider, for example meals, snacks, 

consumables, additional services, and additional hours. As these are not covered by providers, 

parents will be charged separately for these items in an itemised bill.    

 

How do parents know what they have to pay for if it is not covered by the EYE? 

 

Parents will be able to find out what each provider offers when they are choosing a place for 

their child. Terms and conditions will be available to all parents within the contract between them 

and their Early Years Provider which they will be asked to sign. Providers should provide a 

breakdown of additional charges or an example invoice so parents understand what the EYE 

provides and what charges will be applied.   

Find further information here:  

Childcare Choices: https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 

Livewell:  https://livewell.bathnes.gov.uk/children-and-families 

Ofsted: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 

Bath and North East Somerset Council: http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/ 

 

Contact the Bath and North East Somerset Council EYE team on  

eye@bathnes.gov.uk or 01225 395505. 
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