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CRAFT Curriculum at Twerton Nursery and Infant School

At Twerton Nursery and Infant School, our primary aim is to provide an environment where

every child can develop, flourish and thrive. We have designed a new curriculum called CRAFT —

Creative, Relevant and Active For Twerton.

In response to findings from our involvement with the Primary Empowerment Programme and

our specialist work with Speech and Language therapist Lucie Wilson, the golden thread

throughout our curriculum will be developing children’s speech and language skills.

Supporting primary school children | St John’s Foundation | Bath

Creative Curriculum:

Imaginative and Inspiring Learning: Children are encouraged to explore, question, and
innovate through hands-on activities that stimulate their imaginations and curiosity. The
curriculum is built on creative learning experiences that allow children to express
themselves in a variety of ways—through stories, art, music, drama, and outdoor play. By
incorporating creative methodologies, we help our children think critically and develop

problem-solving skills from a young age.

Cross-Disciplinary Approach: We create links between subjects to show children how
knowledge is interconnected. High quality picture books are used to engage students and
provide a holistic approach to learning where subjects like English, Science, and the arts are
intertwined. Carefully chosen supplementary texts further enhance the learning and

support the teaching of foundation subject content.

Relevant Curriculum:

Addressing Developmental Gaps: Using data from the Thrive approach, we recognise that
many of our children have developmental gaps that impact their emotional, social, and
cognitive growth. Our curriculum is designed with a focus on building secure attachment

and emotional regulation, ensuring all children feel safe and understood.

Contextual Relevance: The curriculum is rooted in the local context of Twerton and Bath.
We celebrate the diversity and unique needs of our school community by incorporating
elements that reflect the children's experiences, backgrounds, and environments. By
connecting the learning to their everyday lives and the world around them, we foster
relevance and make learning meaningful. Local trips, community involvement, and projects

that engage with the local area are all part of the curriculum.


https://stjohnsbath.org.uk/what-we-do/supporting-children/primary-school/

Active Curriculum:

Engaged Learning: Active learning is essential for young children. The curriculum
incorporates hands-on, experiential learning, where children are encouraged to engage
physically, socially, and mentally in their education. This includes outdoor play, role play,
practical science experiments, provision based learning and physical education. The
learning environments are set up to encourage exploration, active participation, and

interaction with the world.

Development of Social and Emotional Skills: In line with the Thrive approach, we
prioritise building social and emotional skills. Our curriculum offers opportunities for
cooperative play, group work, and peer interactions. Through structured and unstructured
activities, we help children build the resilience, self-regulation, and empathy they need to

succeed both in school and later in life

Wellbeing and Relationships:

Creating Secure Relationships: At Twerton Nursery and Infant School, we understand that
secure relationships are foundational for learning. The curriculum is designed to foster
positive teacher-child relationships, home-school partnerships and peer relationships;
ensuring a supportive, nurturing environment where children and families feel safe,

valued, and heard.

Emotional Regulation and Resilience: Alongside the Thrive approach, our curriculum
addresses the emotional needs of our students. It provides opportunities for children to
develop self-regulation and coping strategies. We will offer mindfulness, emotional literacy
activities, and conflict resolution strategies to ensure children develop a strong emotional

toolkit in line with our Behaviour and Regulation Policy.

Twerton Infant School

Vocabulary Development:

We recognise that a rich vocabulary is crucial for cognitive development, communication, and

literacy. As part of our new curriculum, we place a strong emphasis on vocabulary development

across all subjects, particularly within our innovative writing approaches: Drawing Club in EYFS

and The Curious Quests in Year 1 and Year 2, designed by Greg Bottrill.

"CAN I GO AND PLAY NOW..?" - Effective Early Years Practice

Drawing Club in EYFS:

Drawing Club is a key feature in our Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum,
where creativity and storytelling are nurtured. In this space, children will be encouraged to
draw and express their ideas visually, while actively integrating new vocabulary into their

storytelling. By pairing drawing with verbal expression, children will learn to articulate


https://twertoninfants.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/TNIS-Behaviour-Regulation-Policy-September-2024.pdf
https://www.canigoandplaynow.com/

their ideas, enhancing both their vocabulary and storytelling skills. Teachers will introduce
and model new words related to different topics or emotions, encouraging children to use
these words as they describe their drawings and ideas and develop their mark making,
early writing and maths. This approach supports the development of language skills in a

meaningful and playful way, making vocabulary acquisition engaging and memorable.

e The Curious Quests in Year 1 and Year 2:
In Year 1 and Year 2, The Curious Quests inspires children to explore and investigate
various themes and topics through questioning, discovery, and inquiry-based learning. The
children embark on adventures to explore, solve problems, and discuss their findings.
Teachers introduce new ambitious vocabulary relevant to each adventure, encouraging
children to use new words in their speech, writing, and creative activities. This approach
ensures that vocabulary is contextually rich and tied to the children's learning experiences,
providing them with both the tools to communicate their understanding and the
foundation for effective literacy skills. The curriculum will also focus on developing an
emotional vocabulary, The children will learn new words to name and describe the

emotions of characters they study and to describe their own emotions.

Foundation for Writing: Both Drawing Club and Curious Quests will serve as a foundation for
writing by enriching children's vocabulary, fostering creativity, and boosting their confidence. As
children become more familiar with a wide range of vocabulary, they will be able to express their

thoughts more clearly and creatively in their writing.

Oral Language Development: These approaches also emphasise oral language development as a
precursor to writing. The active, hands-on nature of both Drawing Club and Curious Quests
ensures that children have multiple opportunities to speak, share ideas, and engage in meaningful

conversations, all of which directly support literacy development.

Supporting Cognitive Development: We recognise that a child's cognitive, emotional, and
physical development is interconnected, and our new curriculum supports the development of
executive function, working memory, and motor skills. These elements are essential for
children's overall growth and are seamlessly integrated into the curriculum, ensuring a holistic

learning experience.
Executive Function Development:

Executive function refers to a set of mental skills that are necessary for controlling and managing
thoughts, emotions, and actions. These skills include planning, focusing attention, remembering
instructions, and managing multiple tasks simultaneously. In young children, executive function
skills are still developing, and our new curriculum approach provides opportunities to strengthen
these skills.

e Planning and Organisation: During Drawing Club or The Curious Quests, children are

involved in setting goals, planning their next steps, and organising their thoughts around



their investigations when accessing provision based learning. By setting simple goals and

taking steps toward achieving them, children practice planning and organisational skills.

Self-Regulation and Focus: Children are encouraged to manage their emotions, stay
focused on tasks, and follow through on their ideas. Through activities that require them to
pay attention and stay on task, such as investigating different materials or answering
questions, children build their self-regulation and focus. The open-ended nature of
provision based learning also allows children to develop resilience and perseverance, as

they navigate challenges and find solutions to problems that arise during their exploration.

Task Switching and Cognitive Flexibility: As children engage in different activities, from
drawing to group discussions to physical exploration, they practice cognitive flexibility.
Our curriculum enables children to shift between various modes of learning —such as from
collaborative group work to individual reflection or from hands-on activities to verbal
explanation—helping them develop the ability to switch between tasks smoothly and adapt

to new situations.

Working Memory:

Our approach is designed to avoid overloading working memory by breaking down information

into manageable chunks and promoting learning through repetition and hands-on experiences.

Scaffolded Learning: Teachers provide scaffolding throughout the learning process. This
could include giving simple instructions, offering guidance when necessary and always
providing high quality visuals to help children to make connections. We encourage
children to recall prior knowledge as a way of building new concepts. This approach
prevents information from overwhelming the child and supports the development of long-
term retention by linking new information to what the child already knows. Each child is

encouraged to work at their own ‘cusp of confidence’ (the zone of proximal development).

Developing Motor Skills:

Motor skills, both fine and gross, are essential for children's physical and cognitive development.

Children have ample opportunities to develop these skills through active, hands-on learning

experiences.

Fine Motor Skills: Children engage in activities that promote fine motor development,
such as drawing, cutting, constructing models, writing, and using tools for exploration.
These activities enhance hand-eye coordination, dexterity, and the precision needed for

writing and other academic tasks.

Gross Motor Skills: Many aspects of our curriculum will involve outdoor exploration,
physical movement, and interactive group activities. These activities help develop
coordination, balance, and physical stamina, all of which are important for overall

development.



« Balance Between Physical and Cognitive Development: By incorporating both fine and
gross motor activities into the curriculum, children benefit from a balanced development of
their physical abilities and cognitive functions. The active nature of the curriculum and
provision-based activities, ensure that children are not only building their bodies but also

enhancing their problem-solving skills.

At Twerton Nursery and Infant School, we believe in nurturing children not only academically
but also as kind, respectful, and resilient individuals who contribute positively to their
community. Our values of Kindness, Respect, Teamwork, Friendship, Perseverance, Curiosity,
and Courage are embedded throughout our curriculum and daily activities, ensuring that

children grow up with a strong sense of self, others, and community.

These values guide the behaviour, actions, and attitudes of both students and staff, creating a
harmonious learning environment alongside our new curriculum, where every child can thrive,

feel supported, and reach their full potential.

As the needs of our school community evolve, the curriculum will be a working document. We
will assess the impact of our teaching practices and curriculum content through feedback from
staff, parents, and children. This will ensure that the curriculum remains dynamic, relevant, and

responsive to the ongoing development of both the students and the school community.



